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SOLDIER

** My inclinations," wrote Washington at twenty-
three, " are strongly bent to arms/' and the tendency
was a natural one, coming not merely from his Indian-
fighting great-grandfather, but from his elder brother
Lawrence, who had held a king's commission in the
Carthagena expedition, and was one of the few
officers who gained repute in that ill-fated attempt
At Mount Vernon George must have heard much
of fighting as a lad, and when the ill health of Law-
rence compelled resignation of command of the
district militia, the younger brother succeeded to
the adjutancy. This quickly led to the command
of the first Virginia regiment when the French and
Indian War was brewing. Twice Washington re-
signed in disgust during the course of the war, but
each time his natural bent, or " glowing zeal," as he
phrased it, drew him back into the service. The
moment the news of Lexington reached Virginia he
took the lead in organizing an armed force, and in
the Virginia Convention of 1775, according to Lynch,
he " made the most eloquent speech . . . that ever
was made. Says he, 'I will raise one thousand men,
enlist them at my own expense, and march myself
at their head for the relief of Boston/ " At fifty-
three, in speaking of war, Washington said, "my
first wish is to see this plague to mankind banishedher you have abandoned
